II. Present situation in the South sudan

Variety and diversity characterise the South Sudan. In no point it is homogeneous, neither from a perspective of culture, tradition or language nor from that of religious, ethnical or national identity.

The South Sudan is inhabited by about sixty different nationalities (see Table 1). They occupy defined  geographic territories at the district and sub-district levels (see Table 2). Some of these nationalities are organised into quasi-states with traditional leadership and quasi-armies of their own while others are egalitarian; some are pastoralists and nomadic while others are agro-pastoralists or sedentary agricultural communities.

Current divisions among political and military movements within South Sudan

A synoptic view of the present context reveals the following disturbing realities which underpin the conflicts and divisions in the South Sudan. We find that the South Sudan and its peoples are compartmentalised and parcelled out among different political and military movements, namely the SPLM/A, the SPLM/A-United, the Sudan People’s Democratic Front (SPDF), the South Sudan Liberation Movement (SSLM) and of course the Government of the Sudan (GoS) with the numerous tribal militias which it sponsors in order to fight the war against the SPLM/A. 

At present, none of the political/military movements has complete control or hegemony over the whole South Sudan: 

a) The SPLM/A has under its control and administration large areas in Bahr-el-Ghazal, Equatoria and parts of Upper Nile. However, it does not enjoy full control / hegemony over these areas
because there exist pockets of considerable resistance.

b) One area is controlled by the GoS-sponsored Mandari militia under the command of Brigadier Clement Wani and the Madi-Acholi militia called Equatoria Defence Force (EDF) under the command of a former SPLA-officer, Capt. Martin Kenyi. This militia group collaborates against the SPLA with the Ugandan rebel group, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) under Joseph Kony;

c) In Chukudum and Kapoeta Counties, the Didinga militia under former SPLA Captain Peter Lorot  and the GoS-sponsored Toposa militia under the joint command of Chief Luis Lokipapa, Paul Lango and Kamal el Hag are active against the SPLA;  

d) In Pibor, in Upper Nile, the GoS-sponsored militia of the Murle nationality operates under the command of Sultan Ismael Kony. The traditional animosity between the Murle and the Bor Dinka, triggered by cattle rustling, must have played a major part in the ostracisation and marginalisation of the Murle in the SPLM/A. The Murle alliance with the Khartoum government clearly comes in the context of the their struggle for survival;

e) The Fertit 
 militia and the Murahalieen 
 operate in the areas around Wau and Aweil against the Dinka and Luo civil populations as well as against the SPLA;

f) In Upper Nile, different GoS-sponsored Nuer warlords control their clans and sub-clans, and have been fighting it out against themselves as well as against the neighbouring nationalities;

g) In Western Upper Nile, Paulino Matip’ forces are allied to Riek Machar’s SPDF forces against SPLA-sponsored Peter Gadet. The exploration, development and exploitation of the petroleum reserves exasperate the conflict in the area what has resulted in massive humanitarian disruption and a dislocation of the civil population. As a result, many Nuer people have been displaced into Bahr-el-Ghazal.

h) In the Zeraf valley, there is fierce competition for its control by the GoS-sponsored militia leader Gabriel Tang-ginye, Dr.Riek Machar’s SPDF and the SPLA under Cdr. John Kong Nyuon, the newly appointed SPLM Regional Secretary. 

i) The same competition is found in Jikany between the ‘Thawrat Jikany’ (literally meaning “Jikany revolution”), the SPDF, the SPLA (in the Northern area bordering Southern Blue Nile) and the GoS. 

j) In Lou area, elements of SPLA, SPDF, SSLM and SSIM have agreed to live in peace and harmony. There has been no serious fighting since the Waat peace-conference. The only problem in Lou results from the Murle’s cattle-raiding-practices in which a number of chiefs were killed recently. 

k) The SPLM/A-United under Dr. Lam Akol, who is a minister in the government in Khartoum, is in control of the Shilluk kingdom. The area is relatively peaceful and this may be attributed to the dominance of the King and the Shilluk traditional governance system.

l) The GoS maintains a strong grip on the Adar oil fields against the SPLA, but the Melut Liberation Front (an independent armed group that has considerably terrorised the civil population) ope​rates in the Dinka area, while the SPDF operates in the Nuer area and the SPLA operates in the Maban and Burun areas. 

m) To complete the picture, one has to mention that the Government of the Sudan still occupies a number of towns in the South, such as Juba, Bor, Malakal, Wau, Kapoeta, Nasir, Bentiu, etc.
The present military map of the Southern Sudan thus shows indeed a very complex picture which reflects the lack of unity in the South Sudan. It also represents conflicts arising essentially from the fierce life-and-deathcompetition and out of the rivalry among the political and military elite over political power and the distribution of economic resources.

Pertinent questions arise from this picture:

a) If at this stage of the struggle for freedom and for the formation of a statehood of their own, the South Sudanese are so much divided and fitted against themselves on the basis of nationality that they risk to get defeated by the common enemy,  what then are the most urgent needs for this state?

b) If certain nationalities pose a threat to the existence and freedom of others to the extent that they now prefer to put up with the principal oppressor rather than with their fellow South Sudanese, does it make any sense to participate in the liberation struggle? 

c) Will military victory alone be enough to unite the people of the South Sudan by bringing under control of the SPLA all the areas of the country, such as the Shilluk, the Murle and the Nuer in Upper Nile or the Didinga and the Mandari in Equatoria who now enjoy autonomy on account of having established their own militia notwithstanding the government support? 

d) Will the continued divisions in South Sudan not eventually raise the spectre of being defeated by the Arab dominated North? 

e) Why has it been so difficult to evolve a common agenda and who benefits from the ambiguity of the present situation?


� This is a derogatory word given to the small tribes of western Bahr-el-Ghazal. Its use is being discouraged.


� Arab tribesmen of the Rezeighat and Messeriya armed by the GoS for creating a buffer zone between the so-called transition zone,  - Bahr-el-Ghazal in the South and Kordofan and Dar Fur in the North.
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